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Fantoche 2019: Big names and big issues 
Over the past six days, the 17th edition of the Fantoche International Animation Film Festival presented 
current Swiss and international productions, retrospectives, exceptional animated music videos and the 
latest multimedia trends. The professional audience was also invited to attend the Industry Day. The 
festival had around 25,500 admissions this year – a little less than in the record year 2018. In the 
International Competition, Daria Kashcheeva’s «Daughter» won the Best Film Award, while «Sweet 
Night» by Lia Bertels took home the International Audience Award. In the Swiss Competition, «The 
Flood is Coming» by Gabriel Böhmer was selected as the Best Swiss entry. Meanwhile, the public 
chose «Le dernier jour d‘automne» by Marjolaine Perreten as the recipient of the Swiss Audience 
Award. The children’s jury picked «The Bird and the Whale» by Carol Freeman as this year’s Best Kids 
entry, while the Children’s Audience Award for the second time in a row went to Julia Ocker with 
«Elefant». Fantoche’s 18th edition will take place in Baden, Switzerland, from 1 to 6 September 2020. 

Only a few days before the Los Angeles release party of his Amazon Prime series «Undone», the 
animator Hisko Hulsing joined the Fantoche international jury. Being on the jury was very important to 
Hulsing – who likes to remember that his film «Junkyard» was in the Youth Film Competition in 2012 
and how important it was for him to get a Special mention for it at the time. The Israeli director Ari 
Folman («Waltz with Bashir») was another big name who came to Baden. Folman was honoured to 
share his experiences during a four-hour masterclass with aspiring animators. Drawing on many 
anecdotes, he made quite the impression as he talked about his humble beginnings, political 
background and successes and failures, and called on all aspiring animators to stay strong in the face 
of rejection: he encountered a great deal of it himself after revealing his intention to turn his idea, 
«Waltz with Bashir»., into an animated documentary. As he stated during the session, his inner drive 
spurred him on: «It's hard to kill my passion». The outcome proved him right. Relatives of veterans 
have said that his animated work has helped them relate to the emotions of family members and 
acquaintances more easily than the countless documentaries they had already seen on the subject. 

Swiss animator Simon Otto is another artist who actively supports new talent. At Fantoche, he offered a 
few insights into the production of «How to Train your Dragon», held a boot camp for attendees aiming 
to break into the international market, and led a workshop for children in which they learned how to 
draw a dragon. Long after the official programme was over, the Swiss animator could still be found 
taking the time to speak to aspiring animators and young fans, tirelessly handing out tips and 
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autographs, and making endless sketches of dragons. Another highlight of this year’s programme was 
the sold-out Swiss première of «Les Hirondelles de Kaboul», which was attended by director Eléa 
Gobbé-Mévellec, producer Stéphan Roelants and Swiss animator Martine Ulmer. 

Expanding horizons through targeted programmes 

A personal highlight for festival director Annette Schindler was the screening for pupils on Thursday 
morning, which was completely sold out. A short film programme was curated especially for eight-year-
old children focusing on this year’s theme of migration. During the Q&A afterwards with curator 
Annegret Richter and two film-makers, so many people put their hands in the air to ask questions that 
there simply wasn’t time to answer them all. Also Film-maker and jury member Joanna Priestly was 
visibly impressed: «This is something I won’t forget quickly.» Secondary school pupils also took their 
first few steps into the world of animation as they tackled the same theme. The 20 best films created by 
the pupils were shown at Fantoche under the title «Searching for traces» – in the presence of Syrian 
refugee Mohammed Nour, whose own migration story was animated by film-maker Víctor Suárez and 
narrated by Nour himself. It was a project that broadened the horizons of all participants. In general, the 
programmes focusing on this year’s motto of «Shoes, A Shirt and 100 Lire» were well attended, which, 
as Annette Schindler states, «is not always a given for curated programmes». 

A focus on animated films from Ticino («Svizzera italiana animata») enabled Fantoche – and 
programme creator Rolf Bächler in particular – to offer an important appraisal of the history of animated 
film from this region of Switzerland. Up to now, there had been a dearth of information on the subject. 
The representatives from Ticino – amounting to around 20 senior and younger animators – were visibly 
moved and pleased to receive such a prominent billing on the Fantoche programme. 

A meeting place for film-makers from all over the world 

Once again, Fantoche Industry Day attracted numerous animated film experts and film-makers to take 
part in its programme. The workshops and boot camps prompted some high-level discussions – 
particularly on the forward-looking issue of «ID/IP». A range of formats enabled the participants to 
acquire new contacts for future partnerships. The parties at the Royal were a highlight in this regard, 
with film-makers and festival attendees celebrating and partying until the early hours of the morning. 

Conclusion of the festival director 

This year’s ticket sales and festival entries fell slightly short compared to the record high of 2018. One 
reason for that was the «200 years of the Ennetbaden» festival, which lured the local public away. In 
addition, the anniversary exhibition of the GSFA in 2018 brought many one-time entries. Festival 
director and artistic director Annette Schindler is pleased with the stable attendance figures and a very 
sustainable festival edition: «Fantoche was able to initiate an important discussion with the festival 
theme among a young audience. With the program on Italian-speaking Switzerland, the festival made a 
contribution to the processing of our audiovisual cultural heritage. Young filmmakers and filmmakers 
could put a foot here and there in the door of their career prospects. All this will work for a long time 
beyond the festival.» 
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Awards «INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION»  

Jury – Jericca Cleland (US), Gabriella de Gara (CH), Arba Hatashi (KOS), Hisko Hulsing (NL), Joni 
Männistö (FI) 
 
Best Film: «Daughter», Daria Kashcheeva, CZ 2019, 2’35” 
High Risk: «Acid Rain», Tomek Popakul, PL 2019, 26’16“ 
New Talent: «La Plongeuse», Iulia Voitova, FR 2018, 16’9” 
Best Sound: «Toomas Beneath the Valley of the Wild Wolves», Chintis Lundgren, EE/HR/FR 2019, 18’ 
Special Mention: «Memorie di Alba», Andrea Martignoni, Maria Steinmetz, DE/IT 2019, 6’20” 
 
Audience Award: «Sweet Night», Lia Bertels, Be 2018, 13’46” 
 
Awards «SWISS COMPETITION» 

Jury: Waltraud Grausgruber (AT), Natalia Mirzoyan (RU), Joanna Priestley (US) 
Jugendjury: Jordi Murillo, Nathan Philippe  (Vaud), MiMilo Cavadini, Antonio Lo Porto, Giorgio Ostinelli  
(Tessin), Julia Dietrich, Marc-Alexis Guerraz, Jonas Opderbecke  (Aargau) 

Best Swiss: «The Flood is Coming», Gabriel Böhmer, GB/CH 2018, 8’57” 
High Swiss Risk: «KIDS» Michael Frei, CH 2019, 9’ 
New Swiss Talent: «Braises» Estelle Gattlen, Sarah Rothenberger, CH 2018, 6’30” 
Fantastic Swiss: «The Lonely Orbit» Frederic Siegel, Benjamin Morard, CH 2019, 9’20” 
Special Mention: «Le dernier jour d’automne» Marjolaine Perreten, CH 2019, 7’20” 
 
Swiss Youth Award: «The Lonely Orbit» Frederic Siegel, Benjamin Morard, CH 2019, 9’20” 
 
Publikumspreis: «Le dernier jour d’automne» Marjolaine Perreten, CH 2019, 7’20” 
 
Awards «KIDS FILM COMPETITION »  
The films were judged by a jury of five children aged between 6 and 12 which awarded the «Best 
Kids»prize. Thekids were supervised by «Die Zauberlaterne». 
 
Kids Jury: Iria Abren, Ava Lily Sophia Gregr, Anton Ginzburg, Kalin Vckovski, Alina Jona, Thierry 
Gigon 
 
Best Kids: «The Bird and the Whale», Carol Freeman, IE 2018, 7’3” 
Special Mention: «Fire in Cardboard City», Phil Brough, NZ 2018, 8’56” 
 
Young Audience Award: «Elefant» Julia Ocker, DE 2018, 3’37” 
 
 
Best of Fantoche on Tour 
Every year after the festival, a selection of the best new animated short films goes on tour: 
https://fantoche.ch/en/2019/programme/best-fantoche-2019 

 

In case of questions about this Press release: 
Philine Erni, media@fantoche.ch, +41 79 127 52 12 
Images are available to download from our website: fantoche.ch/en/downloads/picture-material 


