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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Animation Directors, Artists, Game Specialists and other Industry Professionals attending the Festival 
Numerous experts from the wider field of animation and prominent filmmakers will be available for interviews 

during the festival, which will be held from 5 – 10 September 2017. Guests include filmmakers such as the two 

directors Arthur de Pins and Alexis Ducord of the feature film highlight “Zombillenium” and Hugh Welchman, the 

co-director and producer of “Loving Vincent”. Michael Dudok de Wit (Oscar nominee and award-winning director 

of „La Tortue rouge“) will give the first masterclass of the Fantoche festival. A guest list for interview possibilities is 

integrated in this presskit. We also look forward to welcoming many members of the industry to our “Industry 

Day”, from gaming specialists to producers and advertising experts. Are you interested in having an interview or 

receiving a guided tour of the exhibitions? Please get in touch with the Fantoche media office.  

Screener and Viewing Room 
Fantoche provides media professionals with advanced screeners of some feature films. In addition, approximately 

the pre-selected 450 short films from our submissions can be viewed throughout the festival in our Fantoche 

Cinematheque, no registration required. Our media office will be happy to provide you with more details. 

Opening hours: Wed-Sat 12.00 – 22.00, Sun 12.00 – 19.00 

Picture material and further information 
The visual design for Fantoche 2017 and film stills are available to download from our website: 

http://fantoche.ch/en/pictures 

Fantoche 2017 programme and catalogue 

The festival catalogue is available free of charge for media professionals at the festival centre from 5 September 

2017. 

Mobile App 
The Fantoche mobile app for iPhone, iPad and Android can be downloaded for free from the iTunes App Store 

and Google Play Store. The Magic Eye function activates teasers with excerpts of the competition programmes or 

trailers of feature films with the images in the programme brochure. The booklet also contains the entire 

programme and all important information about the festival. Smartphone owners can compile their personal 

programme using the bookmark function (even offline). 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 4 

 

Media Accreditation 
To receive your media accreditation, please register on the Fantoche website under Contact > Media. You will 

receive a confirmation message and a personal code for starticket.ch, as well as other information relating to your 

accreditation. Use this code to book your ticket in advance. You can collect your accreditation documents at the 

information desk in the Festival Center. Your individual ticket per event can be picked up at the cinema box office 

with your accreditation/festival pass. 

Media Office 
Adrian Haut 

+41 76 422 99 96 

media@fantoche.ch 

Social Media 
twitter.com/fantoche_baden 

facebook.com/fantoche.ch 
instagram.com/fantoche_festival 

youtube.com/FantocheAnimation 

vimeo.com/fantoche 
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FESTIVAL PROFILE FANTOCHE 2017 

Europe dominates the international competition, and this is not just obvious to connoisseurs. And since "Ma vie 

de Courgette" has shone with countless prizes in the international arena, Swiss animation art is also increasingly 

in the spotlight. The independent animation film industry in Europe is flourishing, as evidenced by the large 

number of films submitted. In addition to animation films from Germany, France, Spain and the Czech Republic, 

many strong stories come from British studios. Great Britain has been delivering great animation films for years 

and meets the nerve of the times with courageous stories. With Jayne Pilling, the festival has engaged a 

renowned curator for the Brexit focus. 

Focus Brexit 

Its “golden age” – the two decades from the late 1980s on –, when funding sources were plentiful and varied, saw 

an astonishing diversity of subject matter, styles and technique, resulting in an equally astonishing number of 

internatio- nal festival awards, for Oscar, Cartoon d’Or nominations and wins. “True Brit” raises the question of 

whether or not there may be some particularly “local” characteristics to British animation. One cannot ignore 

Aardman, the UK’s most successful studio, both at home and abroad, so we offered Peter Lord, a renowned 

filmmaker in his own right as well as one of the company’s co-founders, a personal pick of the studio’s output, 

plus films by other filmmakers he admires. The programme “Our Europeans” highlights the fact that a lot of 

“British” animation was actually made by “foreigners”!  

Numerous submissions 

81 animated short films in the categories "International Competition", "Swiss Competition" and "Competition for 

Children's Films" will fight for the favor of the jury and the audience from 6 September 2017 onwards. The 

selection team gave some extra hours - Fantoche received 700 animation films more than last year! The 2094 

submissions from 102 countries, of which 67 films from Switzerland, break all records. Most submissions come 

from France, Great Britain and the USA, but Iran was strongly represented this year with 119 submissions. Even 

from Guatemala, Iraq, Lebanon, Macao, Syria, Bangladesh and Kazakhstan, animation films have arrived. 

Latest Feature Films 

British-Polish film "Loving Vincent" by D. Kobiela and H. Welchman will open the international festival on 5 

September. 125 professionals from Poland and Greece painted by hand a complete art work on Vincent van 

Gogh’s life with more than 65,000 pictures. Another highlight for the community is "Zombillenium" from France. 

Arthur de Pins's first feature film is based on the comic books of the same name: Packed with unconventional 

heroes, this humorous, ripping tale is a treat for the whole family.and is a fast-paced story with atypical heroes. 

Independent animation films from China are rare - the Noir gangster thriller "Have a Nice Day" on corruption is 

already the second of the director Liu Jian. The festival presents 17 feature film premieres with four making-of-

presentations by filmmakers. 

3 Generations: Cinema, TV, Web 

Fantoche explores diverse film socializations in our society: the "cinema generation" born in the 1930s and 1940s, 

the "TV generation" of the 1960s and 1970s and the "Internet generation" since 1990 all have different 
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approaches to the medium of film. Therefore the short film programs developed in a participatory manner: the 

seniors, professionals and middle school students made the selection. 

Fantoche Industry Day 

The masterclass with Michael Dudok De Wit on Wednesday, 6 September 2017, is a special highlight for 

newcomers. The Dutchman, who lives in London, has an Oscar statuette and was nominated for an Oscar three 

times. His first feature film "La Tortue rouge" represented Europe in the Oscar final race alongside the Swiss 

animation film "Ma vie de Courgette" by Claude Barras. On Friday, 8 September, three other Industry Day 

programs will promote the "Exchange" in the industry: Table Talks provide contacts for possible cooperation and 

strengthen the exchange of information with experts. The Best Practice Presentations and the Fuckup Night of the 

Industry Days also provide exciting insights. 

“Animation Goes Multimedia” 
New technologies for virtual reality (VR), 360° and augmented reality (AR) are spreading rapidly – and filmmakers 

gradually develop creative applications for these technologies. Fantoche has brought together a collection of the 

best new animated experiences: some of these international works are waiting to be explored, while others 

encourage guests to actively participate in the virtual world. 

Magnet for Thousands of Visitors 
From 5 to 10 September, Fantoche will become a meeting point for thousands of visitors from different 

backgrounds. Visitor numbers have increased continuously between 2012 to 2016, from an initial 20,900 to more 

than 25,000. With its diverse programme the animated film festival has established itself as a cultural event for 

animation enthusiasts, experts, inquisitive minds, teenagers and families. The festival is intended to serve as an 

showcase of an extended notion animation. 
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PRESENT FILMMAKERS AND ANIMATION EXPERTS 

Fantoche is looking forward to welcome an exceptionally large number of filmmakers and animation experts in 

Baden. With their talks, their participation at the „Industry Day“ and their presence at the „Artist Brunch“, they 

make a essential contribution to the festival. Please contact our media office for a detailed list of all the 

professionals attending the festival.  

Among others the following filmmakers and animation experts will be present at Fantoche 2017: 

Anete Melece CH 1     Jury International Competition  

Fabian Erlinghäuser IE 2     Jury International Competition 

Jayne Pilling GB 3     Jury International Competition 

Sonja Rohleder DE 4     Jury International Competition 

Daniel Sciboz DE 5     Jury International Competition 

Igor Prassel SI 6     Jury Swiss Competition 

Yvonne Van Ulden NL 7     Jury Swiss Competition 

Theodore Ushev CAN 8     Jury Swiss Competition 

Michael Dudok de Wit GB/NL Filmmaker    Industry Day, Masterclass 

Oliver Brunschwiler CH Head of BC/CD Freitag lab.ag  Speaker Industry Day 

Tom Box GB Co-Founder and Owner Blue-Zoo Prod. Speaker Industry Day 

Stefan Falconer GB Motion Graphic Designer Golden Wolf Speaker Industry Day 

Henry Purrington GB 3D-Artist  Golden Wolf   Speaker Industry Day 

Simon Hesse CH Filmmaker    Speaker Industry Day 

Yang Cheng CN Producer “Have a Nice Day”  Making-Of 

Arthur De Pins FR Filmmaker “Zombillenium”   Making-Of 

Alexis Ducord FR Filmmaker “Zombillenium”   Making-Of 

Hugh Welchman GB Filmmaker “Loving Vincent”  Making-Of 

Michelle Kranot DK Filmmaker “Nothing Happens”  Making-Of 

Mats Grorud NO Filmmaker “The Tower”   Coming Soon 

Jochen Ehmann CH Filmmaker “Die Teufelsbrücke von Uri” 

Emily Lefebvre BE Filmmaker “Diorama” 

Peter Dodd GB Filmmaker “Ethel & Ernest”  

Peter Millard GB Filmmaker “Six God Alphabet Peter” 

Katrin Rothe DE Filmmaker “Der wahre Oktober” 

Anka Schmid CH Filmmaker “Haarig” 

Georges Schweizgebel CH Filmmaker “La bataille de San Romano” 

Pawel Siczek DE Filmmaker “Die Hälfte der Stadt” 

Izu Troin FR Filmmaker “Féroce” 
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1 - Anete Melece: The filmmaker and illustrator lives and works in Zurich, Switzerland. She studied visual 

communications in Latvia and Lucerne. Her movies “Analysis Paralysis” and “The Kiosk» have been screened on 

famous festivals around the world and won many prizes – among them the High Swiss Risk and the Audience 

Award Swiss Competition at Fantoche in 2016. 

1 - Fabian Erlinghäuser: He has 17 years industry experience at the award-winning Irish studio Cartoon Saloon, 

where he works as Head of Animation. His credits include Animation Director on the upcoming film “The 

Breadwinner”, the Saloon’s feature collaboration with producer Angelina Jolie. He was also the Animation Director 

and 1st Assistant Director of the European Film Of The Year 2015, “Song of the Sea”. 

2 - Jayne Pilling: She works in the UK and internationally as an animation specialist and historian, and film curator 

for festivals and museums. She is the founder and director of the British Animation Awards, and publisher of 

animation DVD collections. She has also taught at the Royal College of Art, London, in Europe and the USA and 

at various universities in Taiwan. 

3 - Sonja Rohleder: She celebrated the premiere of her graduation film “Cocoon Child” at the Berlinale. She is the 

cofounder of the Talking Animals Studio in Berlin, where she found her artistic home with a collective of animators 

and sound designers working under one roof. She works as an independent author or on commission for films, 

installations, music videos and documentary films. In addition, she has taught at the Film University Babelsberg 

since 2012. 

4 – Daniel Sciboz: Since 2009 he has been leading the Master’s course in Media Design at the Geneva School of 

Art and Design (HEAD – Genève). Lately he has spent a year as a guest teacher at the Higher Institute of Digital 

Arts and Crafts in Dakar. Since 2012 Daniel is a member of the Commission of Experts of the Swiss Foundation 

for Culture Pro Helvetia and since 2015 of the Artistic Advisory Board of the House for Electronic Arts Basel in 

Basel. 

5 - Igor Prassel: From 1992 he is running a monthly series devoted to animated film at the Slovenian 

Cinematheque, where he is currently working as film curator. He served as jury and program selection member at 

important international animation and short film festivals around the world. From 2010 he is lecturing on the 

history and theory of animation film at the University in Nova Gorica. In 2004 he founded the International 

Animation Film Festival Animateka, where he since serves as the artistic director. 

6 - Yvonne Van Ulden: With her iconic red hair Yvonne van Ulden is a difficult to miss sight in the animation 

sector. She is an academic art scholar specialized in the visual grammar of animation and the history of animation 

with a passion for organizing events. After years of teaching animation at the Utrecht School of the Arts she joined 

friends who started the KLIK Amsterdam Animation Festival. Since 2010 she has been the director of the festival.  

7 - Theodore Ushev: He first made a name for himself as a poster artist in his native country before settling in 

Montreal in 1999. Ushev found fertile ground for developing his own original artistic style at the National Film 

Board of Canada. With more than 15 films to date, that have been shown all over the world and more than 150 

prizes, he continues to work in the field of cinema, multimedia and installation art. Since June 2017 Theodore 

Ushev is a voting member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 9 

 
In addition, all the programme curators are available for interviews. 

Annette Schindler (Hors Concours, Selection International Competition, Programme Generations) 

Judith Affolter (Shortfilm programme „Unique Animation Techniques“, Selection Swiss Competition and 

Selection Best Kids Competition together with Zauberlaterne) 

Sara Ameti (Retrospective & Smack my GIF up) 

Erik van Drunen (“making of” and “coming soon”) 

Pascal Etzensperger (Smack my GIF up) 

Jayne Pilling (Brexit) 

Claudia Spinelli & Rolf Bismarck (Kein schöner Land, Susanne Hofer “Archipel”, Kunstraum Baden) 

Immanuel Wagner (Industry Day) 

Manu Weiss (Animation Multimedia and Industry Day) 
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PROGRAMME OVERVIEW 

The selection team enjoyed the diversity and dynamics of current film making and has made its choice: 81 

animated short films in the categories “International Competition”, “Swiss Competition” and “Competition for 

Children’s Films” compete for the favor of the jury and the audience. To find the pearls of animation, the selection 

team gave some extra hours – Fantoche received 700 animation films more than last year! 

So many film submissions like never before 
To find the pearls of animation, the selection team gave some extra hours – Fantoche received 700 animation 

films more than last year! The 2094 submissions, of which 67 films are from Switzerland, break all records! Most 

submissions come from France, the UK and the US, but also Iran was strongly represented this year with 119 

submissions. Even from Guatemala, Iraq, Lebanon, Macao, Syria, Bangladesh, Kazakhstan, animation films have 

arrived. In total we received films from 102 countries. 

Innovative approaches and brave implementations 
The selection took even something more time than usual. The audience can expect not only touching, exciting 

stories, but also creative ideas, innovative approaches and brave implementations. Fantoche remains a unique 

meeting platform for film-makers and the interested audience.”  

24 Swiss short movies in the final selection 
Fantoche is proud to present a high-quality selection, and is delighted to see how Swiss animation filmmaking is 

flourishing on all levels. Established filmmakers are just as much present as film students. A broad spectrum can 

be discovered here: ranging from delightfully mischievous to dramatic narrative films, ingeniously associative 

eyewitness accounts in puppetry, collage, cartoon and cut-out, as well as an experimental Jazz music video and a 

TV series for kids about dinosaurs. And let’s not forget the splatter-thriller with the legend of the Devil’s Bridge in 

Uri or the painting depicting the historic Battle of San Romano, in masterful morphing. 

The whole world of the animation film 
In addition to the competitions “International”, “Switzerland” and “Children's films” the Fantoche once more offers 

four “Hors concours”-programs. The latter enjoy already great popularity among a large audience. The Festival 

has the possibility to show the range of animated filmmaking in its entire variety with this category.  
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The jury or the International Competition 
Fabian Erlinghäuser (IE) 

Jayne Pilling (GB) 

Sonja Rohleder (D) 

Daniel Sciboz (CH) 

Awards for the International Competition 
Best Film  

High Risk (Grand Casino Baden)  

New Talent 

Best Sound 

Prix du public de la compétition internationale (Julius Bär Foundation) 

Swiss animation films in the International Competition 

“Airport”, Michaela Müller, CH/PL 2017 

“In a Nutshell”, Fabio Friedli, CH 2017 

“La bataille de San Romano”, Georges Schwizgebel, CH 2017 

Jury for the Swiss Competition 
Igor Prassel (SI) 

Yvonne van Ulden (NL) 

Theodor Ushev (CAN/BG) 

Awards of the Swiss Competition 
Best Swiss (Suissimage/SSA)  

High Swiss Risk (Fantoche Fans)  

New Swiss Talent (Jingle Jungle)  

Fantastic Swiss (Neuchâtel International Fantastic Film Festival NIFFF)  

Swiss Youth Award (Castellinaria, Festival internazionale del cinema giovane Bellinzona)  

Prix du public de la compétition suisse (SRG SSR) 

Youth Jury 
Lausanne: Sunshine Burri, Maryam Sunitha Sangaré 

Tessin: Alessandra Guastalla, Jie Gabriella Liu, Robin Pellanda, Amaury Szöke 

Wettingen: Ursina Bill, Mathilde Dam Hansen 

Jury of the Kids Film Competition 
Parts of The Magic Lantern – the Cinema Club for Children. 

Awards of the Kids Film Competition 
Best Kids  

Young Audience Award (Kaufmann Turmkrane AG) 
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Latest Feature Films 

The Fantoche Festival will open on 5 September with the Swiss premiere of “Loving Vincent” by Dorota Kobiela 

and Hugh Welchman. 125 professionals from Poland and Greece painted by hand a complete art work on Vincent 

van Gogh’s life with more than 65,000 pictures. Another highlight for the community is "Zombillenium" from 

France. Arthur de Pins's first feature film is based on the comic books of the same name: Packed with 

unconventional heroes, this humorous, ripping tale is a treat for the whole family.and is a fast-paced story with 

atypical heroes. Independent animation films from China are rare - the Noir gangster thriller "Have a Nice Day" on 

corruption is already the second of the director Liu Jian. The festival presents 17 feature film premieres with four 

making-of-presentations by filmmakers. 

“Zombillenium” – Arthur de Pins, Alexis Ducord, FR/BE 2017, 78’, F/e/d, 10+ 

Who would have dreamed that the Zombillenium theme park actually hires zombies? In Hector's quest to uncover 

the truth, he is condemned to join the park’s staff. He makes a desperate attempt to escape his co-workers so 

that he can see his daughter again. Packed with unconventional heroes, this humorous, ripping tale is a treat for 

the whole family. 

“Loving Vincent” – Dorota Kobiela, Hugh Welchmann, GB/PL 2016, 95’, E/d/f, 10+  

Painted entirely by hand, this feature film brings the paintings of Vincent van Gogh to life and shines the spotlight 

on the tragic events leading up to his mysterious death. A total of 115 professionals from all over Europe created 

65,000 oil paintings for the film based on live recordings with actors. Winner of the Audience Award at Annecy 

International Animation Film Festival. 

“Have a nice day” – Liu Jian, CN 2017, 77’, CN/e/d, 16+ 

Independent feature animation in China is not common. “Have a Nice Day”, a noir gangster thriller full of 

corruption is, however, the second feature animation by director Liu Jian. The contemporary animation studio is 

compact and fully mobile by means of a laptop, opening up endless possibilities for individual voices east and 

west. 

“In this Corner of the World” – Sunao Katabuchi, JP 2016, 128’, JAP/d/e, 12+ 

This award-winning animated film tells the story of Suzu, whose life is shaped by the consequences of war in 

Hiroshima. The young woman meets the harshness of everyday life with charm and humour, with Suzu’s creative 

view of the world offering an exhilarating contrast to the pervasive suffering of war. 

“Ethel & Ernest” – Roger Mainwood, GB/LU 2016, 94’, E/d, 10+ 

London, 1928: chambermaid Ethel is in love with Ernest, the milkman. They get married and have a wonderfully 

happy life in an era full of changes, encompassing everything from World War II to the first moon landing. A heart-

warming film adaptation of the eponymous graphic novel, which is based on a true story. 

“Le Grand Méchant Renard” – Patrick Imbert, Benjamin Renner, FR/BE 2017, F/e/D (eingesprochen via 

Kopfhörer), 6+ 

The latest work by Benjamin Renner, director of “Ernest et Célestine”, after the comic of the same name: these 

three amusing episodes in the day-to-day existence of a small and somewhat unusual farm will captivate children 

– and their parents are sure to be entertained too! 

More information: http://fantoche.ch/en/2017/programme/latest-feature-films 
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Making-Ofs 

Exclusive making-of presentations of three feature films and one virtual reality film will be held by the directors or 

the producer. Not only these talks are unique – some feature films are not planned for Swiss cinema release and 

can therefore only be seen at the festival. 

“Zombillenium” 

The feature-film debut by Arthur de Pins is a thrilling, dynamical and funny story with atypical heroes and 

amusement for the entire family. The story is based on the comic series of the same name, which began in 

summer 2008: at that time Arthur de Pins was commissioned to draw a Halloween cover for the SPIROU 

magazine – the editor in chief was so enthused that he convinced Arthur to develop a comic series. Parallel to the 

first volume, Arthur de Pins already began making sketches for a film, and after the successful publication of the 

comics, he received numerous offers from producers who wanted to film his story. But a feature film with real 

actors in a 3D-animated setting never was an option for him. Instead he developed an animated music clip for 

Skip the Use as a kind of blueprint for the graphic implementation, which also figured as the “prequel” for the 

feature film. “Zombillenium” was finally created in cooperation with the co-director Alexis Ducord. The film opened 

this year’s festival in Annecy.		

The directors Arthur de Pins and Alexis Ducord will be present at the Fantoche Festival (English with German 

translation). 

“Loving Vincent” 

The British-Polish coproduction by Dorota Kobiela and Hugh Welchman transforms Vincent van Gogh’s artworks 

into intoxicating scenes and illuminates the tragic events surrounding his death. Dorota Kobiela and a team of 

European artists developed a total of 377 base images, inspired by 94 original paintings by Vincent van Gogh. 

Stylistic elements and parts of another 31 paintings by van Gogh were integrated into the base images. 

Subsequently, life action shootings with actors began to bring to life the scenes based on the reference images. 

One hundred twenty-five artists from all over Europe painted the live-action footage in oil on canvas by means of 

adapted rotoscoping and photographed each individual frame with a digital camera. This exceedingly time-

consuming process resulted in more than 65,000 hand-painted frames, whose light temperature and vividness 

were carefully synchronised in postproduction to ensure ultimate visual continuity.	

Producer, Co-Director and Author Hugh Welchman will be present at the Fantoche Festival (English with German 

translation). 

“Have a nice day” 

Independent feature animation in China is not common. “Have a Nice Day”, a noir gangster thriller full of 

corruption is, however, the second feature animation by director Liu Jian. The contemporary animation studio is 

compact and fully mobile by means of a laptop, opening up endless possibilities for individual voices east and 

west. 

In presence of Yang Cheng, producer (English with German translation) 
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“Nothing Happens (Trial Run)” 

From the big screen to VR, animation directors Uri and Michelle Kranot move in new directions with “Nothing 

Happens”, a VR experience: “We can take a step further into the realm of participatory visual art.” Thus they offer 

a new way of looking.  

In presence of Michelle Kranot, director (English with German translation) 

Retrospektive and Coming Soons  
A cellist rescuing a girl from dangerous sea creatures, an old woman and the devil playing dominoes, and a 

theatre actor showing many faces. These and other intriguing stories comprise this year’s short film programme 

dedicated to French director Jean-François Laguionie. Moreover, Fantoche presents two feature films of 

Laguionie: “Le Tableau“ (2011) and his latest production “Louise en hiver”. 

The festival features two “Coming Soon” presentations, which provide an inside look at feature-length projects 

that are currently in production: Based on true stories revealed in interviews with Palestinian refugees in Lebanon, 

“The Tower” tells the fictional story of eleven-year-old Wardi and her family. The film combines classic puppet 

animation and 2D shot in analogue multiplane technique. The latest hand-drawn film from twofold-Academy- 

nominated Cartoon Saloon marks the solo fea- ture directorial debut of studio co-founder Nora Twomey. In less 

than two decades the studio became a major player in the animation feature industry and confirmed that 2D 

animation is very much alive. 

3 Generations: Cinema, TV, Web 
Fantoche retraces the history of the relationship between spectators and film by presenting the par- ticipatory 

programme “3 Generations: Cinema, TV, Web”. Three different groups of people have been personally involved in 

creating a captivating line-up comprised of a shorts programme and a feature film for each category. The 

“generation Cinema” has been duly represented by three film aficionados in charge of the “seniOrient” film 

programme in Wettingen. The employees of General Electric in Baden have chosen the animated shorts for the 

“generation TV” section, whereas ten classes of students at the Cantonal School in Baden have curated the 

“generation Web” short programme. In addition to this, twelve migrant children coming from different parts of the 

world have selected their favourite animated shorts. 

Cinema: As young adults they bore witness to the golden age of cinema, attending movie palaces and watching 

stars of the silver screen such as Marilyn Monroe and Charlie Chaplin. And their love of cinema still burns bright 

as senior citizens: members of seniOrient have selected a number of short films for Fantoche that are 

characterised by inventiveness and humour. 

TV: Starting in the 1960s, television was responsible for bringing animated film into living rooms. Nowadays, the 

TV generation is more likely to be found behind a desk. Employees at General Electric in Baden took time out of 

their lunch break to select their favourite films for this programme. 

Web: The internet is as popular among young people as the cinema and TV was for previous generations. Ten 

classes of secondary school pupils from Cantonal High School of Baden have selected a number of animated 

films that demonstrate their wide-ranging interests in terms of visual and narrative forms of expression. 

Lists of the short film programmes: http://fantoche.ch/en/2017/programme 
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“Animation Goes Multimedia” 

New technologies for virtual reality (VR), 360° and augmented reality (AR) are spreading rapidly – and filmmakers 

gradually develop creative applications for these technologies. Fantoche has brought together a collection of the 

best new animated experiences: some of these international works are waiting to be explored, while others 

encourage guests to actively participate in the virtual world. For example with "Demonz" in the container on the 

Theaterplatz, the joy of playing and ballwashing is activated: A virtual playing field develops in a physical 

environment with a combination of mapping technology and large-format motion sensors.  

More information: http://fantoche.ch/en/2017/programme/animation-goes-multimedia 

For a professional audience 
A special delight for students and young filmmakers is the masterclass on Wednesday, 6 September with Michael 

Dudok De Wit. Last year he delighted audiences with “La Tortue rouge” which competed as a finalist in the Oscar 

race. A dream came true, when he received carte blanche to direct this amazing feature film for the prestigious 

Studio Ghibli in Japan. The filmmaker’s career has alternated between free and commercial animation since the 

beginning. In this masterclass, Michael Dudok de Wit will focus on the creative processes and working methods 

he and his collaborators employed. With the support of visual material he will shed light on the use of film 

language, story writing, graphic exploration and the use of landscape as a character. And of course there will be 

time for questions from the audience. 

The table talks at the "Industry Day" on 8 September help the participants to make new contacts for possible 

cooperation and strengthen the information exchange. Three to four experts discuss one topic with the guests and 

exchange important industry knowledge. Equally exciting insights are provided by the best practice in the last part 

of the Industry Days. Fantoche offers the opportunity for recruiting meetings with Swiss and international studios 

during the Industry Day. Filmmakers who are interested in an internship or for a job are able to introduce 

themselves directly to the studios at the Fantoche Industry Day. 

Animation Fuckup Night: Sometimes you learn more from mistakes than from the ever same success stories – 

this is the premise of “Animation Fuckup Night”, where professionals talk about their slipups and failed projects. 

Fantoche has invited the organisers of the internationally popular “Fuckup Nights“ to the Festival. 

Animation Collective: Makers of animated films have increasingly been organising themselves outside of 

established structures. As highly efficient alliances with great artistic potential they set new aesthetic and 

production-related standards with their multi-award-winning films. The panel and the short film programme reflect 

a growing movement in the conflicting world of independent art and commission-led commerce. 

A two-day workshop about „Mime Character Acting“ offers the opportunity to work together with a mime and to 

develop various ways of expressing body language. “Project Ping Pong” – organized by GSFA and Fantoche – 

enables animation filmmakers to discuss their current projects with experts and international guests. Our 

legendary “Artist Brunch” offers filmmakers and artists a space to reflect upon the previous festival day and their 

current work. 

More information: http://fantoche.ch/en/industry-day-2017 
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Fantoche Expanded 
Numerous side events, film screenings or exhibitions take place in Baden from 5 to 10 September and invite to 

the stimulation of the brain cells as well as encounters. 

“Smack my GIF up!” – Already for the fourth time around 70 unusual shortest animations of the experimental net 

community will be presented on a big screen with live music by the electronic artist Bit-Tuner. The GIFs were 

created by artists from South America, the United States, Europe and Switzerland. The GIF format was invented 

in 1987 and is popular with smartphones and social media. Fantoche is the only Swiss festival to offer this 

dynamic art form a royal stage. An experience for the eye and ear. 

The Gay and Lesbian Pink Apple Film Festival is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year. This is cause for 

Fantoche to screen a hand-picked selection of animated LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender) films that 

have been included in the annual Pink Apple programme since the festival was founded. Highly recommended 

films are “From here to immortality” by Louise Hüsler, “John and Michael” by Shira Avni (PA Short Film Award) as 

well “Tales from the Powder Room” by Philmah Bocks. 

Want an extraordinary experience that is sure to turn the blood in your veins to ice? A compact, highly 

entertaining theatre of objects awaits in this cold and damp caravan. Get ready for an experience that will send 

shivers down your spine! 

All night long 

At the legendary Royal venue in Baden, Fantoche invites its visitors to dance and party to up-and-coming acts, 

quality electronic music, thumping bass tones and a host of animated attractions.  

More information: http://www.royalbaden.ch/ 

After Fantoche is before Fantoche 
Eleven days after the festival, “Best of Fantoche on Tour 2017” and “Best Kids 2017” will be touring in Switzerland 

and abroad. More than thirty cinemas across Switzerland and in various international cities will be screening the 

highlights of the 2017 festival. More information: fantoche.ch/agenda. 

Presenting Partner: SRG SSR 
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VENUES 

Venues at Fantoche 2017 
The Festival Centre is located in Baden’s Merker-Areal. The ideally infrastructure area is centrally located and is 

just a few minutes’ walk from Baden railway station. 

- in-house festival restaurant, operated by Restaurant Bouillon, Café Rampe & Bar / James Kong 

- Fantoche Royal Festival bar and party venue  

- Stanzerei exhibition space, Tumbler workshop space 

- information desk, Fantoche shop and the Fantoche film library, workshop spaces 

Festival cinemas 
In 2017 Fantoche will be using five cinemas in Baden and nearby Wettingen. All cinemas are within walking 

distance of the Festival Centre: 

- Kino Trafo 1, Baden, 401 seats (film programmes) 

- Kino Trafo 2, Baden, 252 seats (film programmes) 

- Kino Trafo 3, Baden, 169 seats (film programmes) 

- Kino Sterk 1, Baden, 118 seats (film programmes and presentations) 

- Kino Orient, Wettingen, 140 seats (film programmes and presentations) 

Exhibition and event spaces 
The exhibition and event spaces Fantoche will be using are located within walking distance of the festival centre:  

- Galerie DoK 

- Druckerei Baden 

- Kulturbetrieb Royal 

- Kultur- und Kongresszentrum Trafo 

- Kunstraum Baden 

- Restaurant Spedition/Bouillon und Rampe im Festivalzentrum 

- Stanzerei und Tumbler im Festivalzentrum 

- Space Game Container auf dem Theaterplatz 

- Vereinslokal 2woi 
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Fantoche management, imprint 
Annette Schindler has established her reputation as director, initiator and co-founder of several institutions and 

festivals, most recently the House of Electronic Arts Basel (2010), the Shift Festival of Electronic Arts (2007–

2010), the Digital Art Collection/Store (since 2005) and [plug.in] Art and New Media Basel (2000–2010). 

Previously she was involved with the Swiss Institute in New York (1997–2000) and the Kunsthaus Glarus (1995–

1997). In 2012, Annette Schindler was appointed as the artistic director of Fantoche, in 2013 she became the 

festival director. 

Further details on the Fantoche board, the team and helpers can be found in the Imprint section of the Festival 

programme and at www.fantoche.ch 
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