
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

JURY STATEMENTS: WINNER FILMS FANTOCHE 2017 
 
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION 
Jury: Anete Melece (CH), Fabian Erlinghäuser (IE), Jayne Pilling (GB), Sonja Rohleder (D), Daniel 
Sciboz (CH) 
 
BEST FILM 
The Burden, Niki Lindroth von Bahr, SE 2017, 14’15’’ 
http://fantoche.ch/en/film/burden 
A motel, a self-service restaurant, a call centre and a supermarket on the motorway are the setting for 
an apocalyptic musical. The songs tell of freedom, of the empty promises of the consumer world, and 
of the desire for an existence without worry. 
 
Jury Laudation: „A highly original story, constantly surprising, intellectually and emotionally resonant, 
depressing yet weirdly uplifting, the winner is The Burden.“ 
 
HIGH RISK 
Vilaine fille, Ayce Kartal, FR 2017, 8’ 
http://fantoche.ch/en/film/vilaine-fille  
When she thinks about the good days she had with her grandparents in the village, nightmares and 
demons keep invading her memories. The naive outlook of the little girl exposes patriarchal power 
structures in society and religion as her own personal trauma is explored. 
 
Jury Laudation: For the way its brilliantly crafted script reveals double levels of meaning, and range of 
graphic styles which, together, play on audience perceptions with piercing precision to make a 
powerful yet subtle film.  
Shorter for the way its cleverly crafted script and range of graphic styles skewer audience perceptions 
to make a powerful film: the winner is Wicked Girl. 
 
NEW TALENT 
Ugly, Nikita Diakur, DE 2017, 11’54’’ 
http://fantoche.ch/en/film/ugly 
An ugly cat with a pure heart and a good-natured chieftain live in a broken world made of polygons 
where everything sits a little lopsided. Together, they dream about the secrets of the universe and the 
algorithms that hold everything together. 
 
Jury Laudation: An immensely confident debut that gleefully repudiates conventional expectations of 
technological virtuosity and visual beauty - the winner is Ugly. 
 
BEST SOUND 
Impossible Figures and Other Stories II, Marta Pajek, PL 2016, 15’ 
http://fantoche.ch/en/film/impossible-figures-and-other-stories-ii 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

2/5 

When trying to catch an egg, a woman bangs her head on the edge of the kitchen table. When she 
recovers consciousness, she discovers that her house has a host of new and unusual qualities: it is 
made of contradictions and is filled with illusions. 
 
Jury Laudation: A minimalist yet highly effective use of sound that draws us into the world its 
characters moves through, to mesmerizing effect. The winner is Impossible Figures and other stories 
II. 
 
INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL MENTION 
Nachtstück, Anne Breymann, DE 2016, 05’19’’ 
http://fantoche.ch/en/film/nachtstueck 
At night, the wild forest creatures convene at an old tree trunk and pit their wits against each other in a 
game whose rules are complex and strict. Good fortune is brief and unevenly distributed. And the 
stakes are nothing less than their very own innermost values. 
 
Jury Laudation: Intensely focused, creating visceral tension, stark yet rich in texture, directed with 
compelling mastery, the Jury Special Mention goes to Nachstück. 
 
INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCE AWARD 
Negative Space, Max Porter, Ru Kuwahata, FR 2017, 5’30’’ 
http://fantoche.ch/de/film/negative-space 
When he was small, his father taught him how to fold washing carefully and pack a suitcase the right 
way. It was their way of establishing a connection with one another. Now the father is about to embark 
on his last great journey – alone, and with no luggage to speak of. 
 
 
SWISS COMPETITION 
Jury: Igor Prassel (SI), Yvonne van Ulden (NL), Theodore Ushev (CA/BE) 
Youth Jury (Swiss Youth Award): Sunshine Burri, Maryam Sunitha Sangaré (Lausanne), Alessandro 
Guastalla, Jie Gabriella Liu, Robin Pellanda, Amaury Szöke (Tessin), Ursina Bill, Mathilde Dam 
Hansen (Wettingen) 
 
BEST SWISS 
Airport, Michaela Müller, CH/HR 2017, 10’35’’ 
http://fantoche.ch/en/film/airport 
Airports bring modern society into focus. Here, organisational systems, frameworks and security 
measures can be seen and felt. In the transit zone, lifelines intersect and pass one another without 
contact. And while for some, this is where their journey begins, for others it is where it comes to an 
abrupt end. 
 
Jury Laudation: “Any unattended feelings will be removed in this alienated space. It is a pure cinematic 
experience, crafted into a strong message.  
The Best Swiss film is AIRPORT.  
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This is the last call for the passenger Michaela Müller.” 
 
HIGH SWISS RISK 
Living Like Heta, Bianca Caderas, Isabella Luu, Kerstin Zemp, CH 2017, 6’09” 
http://fantoche.ch/en/film/living-heta 
Heta is a neurotic who shares her home with a seal. When her carefully planned, bizarre day-to-day 
routine is thrown into disarray, Heta is forced to change her ways. 
 
Jury Laudation: “ This film evolves the language of animation in a fresh way, challenging the unity of 
space, time and matter. For his intriguing absurdity the High Swiss Risk goes to...” 
 
NEW SWISS TALENT 
Immersion, Lalita Brunner, CH 2016, 3’17’’ 
http://fantoche.ch/en/film/immersion 
Tommy’s anxiety is causing sweat to pour from his body. He actually manages to fill an entire pool 
with it. He jumps in – and is in his element. 
 
Jury Laudation: “For her inventive use of design compositions, graphic solutions and witty animation.” 
 
FANTASTIC SWISS 
OOZE, Kilian Vilim, CH 2017, 5’29” 
http://fantoche.ch/en/film/ooze 
A lonely lift operator brings his unappreciative passengers to their destination day in, day out. Little by 
little, it drives him out of his mind. A lift ride to hell. 
 
Jury Laudation: “This film pays a tribute to the art of comics. With the use of strong sound score, we 
witness a succession of puns in which a creepy boy loses his mind.” 
 
SWISS YOUTH AWARD 
OOZE, Kilian Vilim, CH 2017, 5’29” 
http://fantoche.ch/en/film/ooze 
A lonely lift operator brings his unappreciative passengers to their destination day in, day out. Little by 
little, it drives him out of his mind. A lift ride to hell. 
 
Jury Laudation: “An iconic film, which efficiently reaches complex visual information with impressively 
scarce means. Its rhythm, transitions and paradoxical soundtrack help in creating an atmosphere that 
leaves plenty of room for interpretation. The Swiss Youth Award goes to “Ooze” by Kilian Vilim.” 
 
SWISS SPECIAL MENTION 
La bataille de San Romano, Georges Schwizgebel, CH 2016, 9’30” 
http://fantoche.ch/en/film/la-bataille-de-san-romano 
With his painting of the Battle of San Romano, Renaissance painter Paolo Uccello helped to develop 
linear perspective in art. Schwizgebel’s film focuses on this linear plane with a stream of new changes 
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in perspective, discovers time in the visual space, and places emphasis on the small acts that result in 
a larger document of the times. 
 
Jury  Laudation : “ For his masterful exploration of old renaissance art and excellent timing set to 
compelling music.” 
 
SWISS AUDIENCE AWARD  
In a Nutshell, Fabio Friedli, CH 2016, 9’04” 
http://fantoche.ch/en/film/nutshell 
From core to war, flesh to love, from apathy to the end of the world. The world in general and life in 
particular are stripped down to their individual parts and reduced to the lowest common denominator. 
Still, generally an indivisible residue remains. 
 
 
KIDS FILM COMPETITION 
The films were judged by a jury of seven children aged between 6 and 12 which awarded the “Best 
Kids” prize. The kids were supervised by ”Zauberlaterne”. The award is given for the 9th time this 
year.  
 
BEST KIDS 
Ethnophobia, Joan Zhonga, AL/GR 2016, 14’20” 
http://fantoche.ch/en/film/ethnophobia 
The different skin colours of the multicoloured creatures cause their peaceful coexistence to gradually 
collapse under the weight of discrimination and jealousy – despite the fact that their similarities far 
outweigh their differences. 
 
Jury  Laudation: 
Alessia: 
I find the movie funny and beautifully colored. 
I like that there is a peaceful happy end. 
Fatma: 
The story is easy to understand. 
I like the variety of the story. 
Ivan: 
The clay characters are super animated. 
And the film is made with big effort, this impressed me. 
Felix: 
I think the film is quite different from the others. 
The language of the clay characters is very funny gibberish and I liked it. 
Ehsan: 
I was convinced that the clay can change shape and color. I think this works especially well in this 
movie. 
Anton: 
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The movie was funny and sometimes sad, I think it's great. 
The various colored clay dolls first fought and then made peace. I liked that in the end all the colors 
are together. 
Olivia: 
The clay dolls are made very lovely. 
In addition, I find it cool that after the gray scene the rain comes, because the rain cleans all the 
characters and turns it from gray to color again. 
 
CHILDREN’S AUDIENCE AWARD  
Ethnophobia, Joan Zhonga, AL/GR 2016, 14’20” 
http://fantoche.ch/en/film/ethnophobia 
The different skin colours of the multicoloured creatures cause their peaceful coexistence to gradually 
collapse under the weight of discrimination and jealousy – despite the fact that their similarities far 
outweigh their differences. 
 


