
 

 

JURY STATEMENTS: FANTOCHE WINNERS 2019 
 
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION 
Jury: Jericca Cleland (US), Gabriella de Gara (CH), Arba Hatashi (KOS), Hisko Hulsing (NL), Joni 
Männistö (FI) 
 
BEST FILM 
Daughter, Daria Kashcheeva, CZ 2019, 2’35” 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/daughter 
Should you hide your pain? Confine yourself to your inner world and keep longing for your father’s 
love and its display? Or should you try to understand and forgive, before it is too late? This emotionally 
powerful story is told through hand-crafted puppets. 
 
Jury-Laudation: «In looking for work that was cohesive and transportive, we have selected a film that 
touched our hearts, awakened our imagination, and inspired us with its beauty, sensitivity, and subtle 
acting. Here, all aspects of filmmaking convincingly entwine to create a compelling, emotional film 
expressing pain and beauty in relationships and memory that is both authentic and artistically brave. 
We award Best Film for the 2019 Fantoche International Short Film Competition to Daughter by Daria 
Kashcheeva.» 
 
HIGH RISK 
Acid Rain, Tomek Popakul, PL 2019, 26’16“ 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/acid-rain 
A young woman runs away from her depressing hometown. Her hitchhiking enthusiasm fades away 
when she ends up alone in the outskirts of town in the middle of the night. At a bridge, she meets a 
figure balancing unsafely on the guardrail. The true journey begins here. 
 
Jury-Laudation: «By mixing fluently 2D and 3D aesthetics this films creates a pleasingly unpleasant 
atmosphere that carries the story perfectly. With a strong and uncompromising visual style we are 
taken on a trip into a whole new dimension. The High Risk award goes to "Acid Rain" by Tomek 
Popakul.» 
 
NEW TALENT 
La Plongeuse, Iulia Voitova, FR 2018, 16’9” 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/la-plongeuse 
A professional diver undergoes an intense training regime, punctuated by the relentless blows on her 
trainer’s whistle. Utterly exhausted, she refuses to dive again and decides to visit a masseur. 
 
Jury-Laudation: «We want to award a film that mesmerized us for its perfect use of a technique so 
simply complex, giving life to a beautiful visualization of the stories and connections that usually go 
unnoticed. It charmed us with the elegant combination of style and story. The New Talent award for 
the best student film or first film goes to "The Diver" by Iulia Voitova.» 
 
BEST SOUND 
Toomas Beneath the Valley of the Wild Wolves, Chintis Lundgren, EE/HR/FR 2019, 18’ 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/toomas-beneath-valley-wild-wolves 
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Having lost his well-paid engineering job, Toomas, a young hot wolf, finds himself forced to work as a 
gigolo in order to support his family. Hiding his secret from his pregnant wife Viivi, he doesn’t realise 
that Viivi has some secrets of her own. 
 
Jury-Laudation: «It's hard to imagine a better written and performed score for this lustful film than the 
one that Terence Dunn composed. Dunn switches between genres with the greatest ease and joy, 
which makes the whole experience of consuming this juicy piece of animation a great pleasure. The 
award for best sound and loveliest music goes to: "Toomas Beneath the Valley of the Wild Wolves" by 
Chintis Lundgren.» 
 
SPECIAL MENTION INTERNATIONAL JURY 
Memorie di Alba, Andrea Martignoni, Maria Steinmetz, DE/IT 2019, 6’20” 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/memorie-di-alba 
Alba isn’t young anymore. As she remembers how she fell in love with her brother’s friend Pierino 
back in the early 1950s in Italy, she tells her own romantic story just as her heart recalls it – with a little 
help from Pierino. 
 
Jury-Laudation: «This film enchanted us by presenting the memories of a great love in a very touching 
way. The delicate animation, the skillful interweaving with documentary parts, and the very effective 
use of recurring elements inspired by the warm gesture of making and offering coffee, all combine to 
transport us on a sweet journey into the past. The Special Mention of the jury goes to "Memorie di 
Alba" by Andrea Martignoni and Maria Steinmetz.» 
 
INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCE AWARD 
Sweet Night, Lia Bertels, BE 2018, 13’46” 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/sweet-night 
It’s wintertime in the Himalayas. A bear struggles to fall into his winter sleep. Stuck in the doldrums, he 
cannot stop his thoughts from turning in circles. A white monkey appears, inviting him to enjoy some 
honey at his aunt’s. Maybe it’s not time to fall asleep yet after all. 
 
SWISS COMPETITION 
Jury: Waltraud Grausgruber (AT), Natalia Mirzoyan (RU), Joanna Priestley (US) 
Youth Jury: Jordi Murillo, Nathan Philippe (Vaud), MiMilo Cavadini, Antonio Lo Porto, Giorgio Ostinelli  
(Tessin), Julia Dietrich, Marc-Alexis Guerraz, Jonas Opderbecke  (Aargau) 
 
BEST SWISS 
The Flood is Coming, Gabriel Böhmer, GB/CH 2018, 8’57” 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/flood-coming 
A hermit in the forest tries to take precautions against an impending flood, but he is being distracted 
by his noisy neighbour – who happens to be the hermit’s own left eye. Growing anxiety about the state 
of nature and our place in it can have many faces. Or only one eye.  
 
Jury-Laudation: «This film is an uncompromising, unique work of art and a journey into the depths of 
the psyche, which can only be depicted through animation. The poetic expression, dream logic and 
touching soundtrack create a new universe. It is a visual feast of texture, woodblock print elements 
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and earth colours that raises strong concern about how we influence nature and anticipate 
catastrophe. The Best Swiss Film Award goes to The Flood is Coming direct by Gabriel Böhmer.» 
 
HIGH SWISS RISK 
KIDS, Michael Frei, CH 2019, 9’ 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/kids 
How unique are we, really? However much we may want to differentiate ourselves from others, we 
can’t escape the group dynamic. This film shows just how simple and quick it is to get people to do the 
same thing together. 
 
Jury-Laudation: «This film offers extremely limited imagery and examines risky themes that concern 
us all, including anti-social behaviour, the impact we have on each other in society and the mystical 
connection of human beings in one mutual organism. The High Risk Swiss award goes to KIDS 
directed by Michael Frei.» 
 
NEW SWISS TALENT 
Braises, Estelle Gattlen, Sarah Rothenberger, CH 2018, 6’30” 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/braises 
A young woman moves to the city. To really feel at home, however, she first has to let go of the people 
and places of her childhood. A film about growing up and the changes we go through in life. 
 
Jury-Laudation: «This outrageous film takes our hand to dive into emotional depths to explore 
universal experience of the symbolic transformation from girl to woman. We participate in the analysis 
of strong bonds, memories and messages like: you are free like a wolf and resurface into an optimistic 
adult life. The Swiss New Talent Award goes to Braises by Estelle Gattlen and Sarah Rothenberger.» 
 
FANTASTIC SWISS 
The Lonely Orbit, Frederic Siegel, Benjamin Morard, CH 2019, 9’20’’ 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/lonely-orbit 
A satellite engineer tries to overcome his loneliness. In doing so, he neglects his duties. A satellite falls 
out of orbit, triggering a momentous chain reaction. 
 
Jury-Laudation: «For its multi-level focus on how communication technologies create loneliness and 
longing and affect our lives, friendships and social relationships. And for its intelligent shot structure, 
sensitive sound design, striking production design and superbly streamlined palette, the Fantastic 
Swiss Award goes to The Lonely Orbit by Frederic Siegel and Benjamin Morard.» 
 
SPECIAL MENTION SWISS JURY 
Le dernier jour d'automne, Marjolaine Perreten, CH 2019, 7’20” 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/le-dernier-jour-dautomne 
It is a beautiful last day of autumn in the forest, making it perfect for a mini bike and scooter race 
between the animals. While each creature has to overcome its own obstacles, they all have to hurry 
up – because winter is getting closer. 
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Jury-Laudation: «This film is full of surprises with absolutely charming design and unique details. It is a 
gentle gift, that enhances our trust in the world and connects with our inner child. The jury chooses to 
give the Honorable Mention goes to The Last Day of Autumn, directed by Marjolaine Perreten.» 

SWISS YOUTH AWARD 
The Lonely Orbit, Frederic Siegel, Benjamin Morard, CH 2019, 9’20’’ 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/lonely-orbit 
A satellite engineer tries to overcome his loneliness. In doing so, he neglects his duties. A satellite falls 
out of orbit, triggering a momentous chain reaction. 
 
Jury-Laudatio: «This movie emphasises the central question of our generation: How far are we willing 
to go for technical progress? We don’t need to conquer space to fulfill the need of a beer with friends. 
Convinced by its power of introspection as well as the depiction of a journey to space with only two 
complementary colors the Youth Jury gives the Swiss youth Award to The Lonely Orbit directed by 
Frederic Siegel and Benjamin Morard.» 
 
PUBLIKUMSPREIS SCHWEIZER WETTBEWERB 
Le dernier jour d'automne, Marjolaine Perreten, CH 2019, 7’20” 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/le-dernier-jour-dautomne 
It is a beautiful last day of autumn in the forest, making it perfect for a mini bike and scooter race 
between the animals. While each creature has to overcome its own obstacles, they all have to hurry 
up – because winter is getting closer. 
 
Kids Film Competition 
The films were judged by a jury of five children aged between 8 and 12 which awarded the «Best 
Kids» prize. The kids were supervised by «Zauberlaterne». The award is given for the 11th time this 
year. 
Kids Jury: Iria Abren, Ava Lily Sophia Gregr, Anton Ginzburg, Kalin Vckovski, Alina Jona, Thierry 
Gigon 
 
BEST KIDS 
The Bird and the Whale, Carol Freeman, IE 2018, 7’3” 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/bird-and-whale 
A whale who can’t sing meets a bird locked in a cage which is swimming in the sea. Can they help 
each other? This animated film – featuring painted scenes on glass – is from Ireland. 
 
Jury-Laudation: «The children’s jury is presenting the Best Kids Award to The Bird and the Whale 
because 

● it is painted so beautifully;  
● it addresses the themes of friendship and trust;  
● it is sad, but not too sad;  
● it took so much time and effort to make;  
● it is a fantastic idea to paint on glass;  
● the runtime is long enough to become immersed in the story.» 

 
KINDERJURY SPECIAL MENTION 
Fire in Cardboard City, Phil Brough, NZ 2018, 8’56” 
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https://fantoche.ch/en/film/fire-cardboard-city 
When a fire starts in the cardboard city, all hell breaks loose. Made from corrugated cardboard, this 
stop-motion film is an entertaining parody of action and disaster films designed to introduce children to 
the genre. 
Jury-Laudation: «The special mention goes to the film Fire in Cardboard City because 

• it is brutal in a funny way  
• it is a disaster film that segues from one disaster (a fire) into another (a flood); 
• it has a surprising ending;  
• it is great that everything is made of cardboard and that the figures are simple;  
• it takes a lot of time and effort to create such a long stop-motion film out of cardboard.» 

 
YOUNG AUDIENCE AWARD 
Elefant, Julia Ocker, DE 2018, 3’37” 
https://fantoche.ch/en/film/elefant 
A bad mood can be infectious. The elephant is depressed, but his trunk doesn’t want to get the hump, 
too. Will it manage to stay positive? Whatever happens, there’s laughs aplenty in this film. 
 


