
	  

	  

Press Release 
 
Baden, 5 March 2015 
 
Call for Entries - Fantoche opens the 2015 competition and presents Poland as 
the focus of the programme 
	  
From 1 to 6 September, Baden will be playing host for the 13th time to Fantoche – 
Switzerland’s biggest animation film showcase. For the ‘International Competition’ and the 
‘Swiss Competition’, Fantoche is looking for the latest trends in the world of animated film, in 
all their countless variations. In 2014, more than 1,200 short films were submitted – and 
Fantoche is expecting a similarly high number of entries in 2015. The competition is open from 
today; Swiss and international filmmakers are invited to submit their animated films by 25 May 
2015. In addition, Fantoche announces that the Festival’s guest country for 2015 will be 
Poland. 
 
Fantoche is one of the world's leading festivals for animated films and is Switzerland’s largest and 
most prestigious cultural event devoted exclusively to animation in all its many thematic and technical 
facets. What once started life 20 years ago as a small yet promising project is now a crowd-puller and 
a meeting place for industry professionals from Switzerland and the rest of the world. The event also 
sees the general public converging upon Baden’s cinemas every September. 
 
‘International Competition’ and ‘Swiss Competition’ 2015 
The heart of the Festival programme is the ‘International Competition’. This is where trends and 
current developments in the animation film industry are sniffed out: Festival Director Annette Schindler 
and her team are looking, on the one hand, for artistically daring ideas, unconventional approaches 
and new talent, and on the other hand for first-class independent films and the best in new animated 
films from around the world. The total of twelve different prizes are defined in line with these 
categories. With awards for ‘Best Film’, ‘High Risk’ and ‘New Talent’, the Festival acknowledges the 
different qualities that characterise animated film production. 
 
Films by Swiss directors are automatically entered in the ‘Swiss Competition’ as well. This competition 
premiered at Fantoche 2009, and now rivals the ‘International Competition’ in popularity among the 
viewing public. An international jury awards three prizes. The competition puts Swiss film in the 
spotlight, and also presents it in an international context. 
 
In cooperation with the children’s film club ‘Die Zauberlaterne’, the latest films for children in various 
age brackets are selected from the entries submitted. These films are also judged by a jury – made up 
of children – and two prizes are awarded, one by the child jury and the other by the child audience.  
 
The online application portal for the International Competition and the Swiss Competition is now open 
at www.fantoche.ch. The closing date for registering is 25 May 2015.  
 
Programme focus: Poland 
After a consistently strong showing by films from Poland in Fantoche's International Competition 
section in recent years, it became clear that a closer look at the Polish animated film scene was 
needed. Some film-makers had been able to make a name for themselves before the country’s 
political transition, thereby paving the way for the new dynamic that has arisen in the past few years. 
The success of the Polish animated film industry can be attributed to a number of key factors, 
including the training courses for animated film-makers in Łódź, and the studios used by film-makers 
to produce their works after graduating from the city's renowned film school. These films are to be 
showcased as part of the programme’s focus on Poland. Fantoche Director Annette Schindler sought 
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to enlist two renowned experts on Polish animation art to curate the festival, and after a long search 
found them in the form of Piotr Szczepanowicz and Anja Sosic.  
 
Sosic was a member of the Fantoche jury for the ‘Swiss Competition’ in 2014, making her well-versed 
in the conditions and requirements of the Baden-based festival.	  Szczepanowicz has worked as an 
animation director and special effects artist on projects such as Peter and the Wolf, which won an 
Oscar in 2008. One short film that he produced, Ziegenort (Tomasz Popakul), won awards at several 
international festivals, including Fantoche. 
 
At Fantoche 2015, the two curators will present four programmes featuring both historical and 
contemporary short films and a programme focusing on animated TV series. There will also be a 
studio and school presentation and a ‘Coming Soon’ showcase. Last but not least, a number of Polish 
DJs will be playing at the Royal Festival Bar their latest tracks to get the audience dancing. 
 
Image material and further information 
The visual design for Fantoche 2015 is available to download from our website as a high-resolution 
image file.  
 
For questions and contacts 
Adrian Erni, Media Spokesman, presse@fantoche.ch, +41 (0)56 290 14 46 / +41 (0)79 464 64 59 
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