
	  

	  

Press Release 
 
Baden, 24 June 2015 
 

  20 years of Fantoche: more film submissions than ever before and a 

guest from the Swiss Federal Council. 

 
   1,377 film submissions from 73 countries, 74 films from Switzerland – these are impressive 

figures and the perfect way to celebrate the festival’s 20th anniversary. The selection teams 

have already compiled the films to be screened at the festival as part of the competition 

programme. The films run the gamut from irreverent, cheerful and touching to intense and 

challenging. Many are sure to amaze the audience. Swiss Federal Council member Alain Berset 

will make the trip to Baden especially for the opening of Fantoche. 
 
   From 1 to 6 September 2015, Fantoche will be screening a veritable buffet of feature film premières for 

its anniversary festival (20 Years of Fantoche), ranging from bold and witty independent works to major 

studio productions. The audience can also expect a high-quality, varied short film programme where 

upcoming talent and old masters rub shoulders. Items on the agenda include Fantoche's prestigious 

competitions, special events and a focus on Poland as a dynamo of short film production. 

 
  Launched twenty years ago in Baden, this year marks the thirteenth edition of the International 

Animation Film Festival. Although it has strong local roots, its scope is global. The festival serves as a 

meeting place for young and old and is a melting pot of different cultures. The focus of this year's 

festival is true to its aspirations: animated film production in Poland and bittersweet cinematic reflections 

on the concept of family, the beating heart of all human relations. 

 
   Slight increase in competition submissions 

   After last year’s major increase in submissions following Fantoche's new digital submission option, 

Fantoche is pleased to note that the number has continued to increase this year. This year was 

remarkable due to the fact that some incomplete works were submitted, demonstrating how important it 

is to film makers that they enter the competition. As festival director Annette Schindler states, “Being 

able to show your new artistic endeavour at Fantoche and even winning a prize can provide a significant 

career boost for many film makers. Fantoche wants to be a platform for films that are unconventional in 

terms of content and/or use of technology, that deftly question film norms, and that deconstruct 

conventions and practices. We welcome projects that push expression in animation beyond existing 

boundaries, that are bold in their experimentation, and that truly stand out through their artistic 

independence. At the same time, Fantoche is also interested in traditional auteur works that catch the 
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eye through a balanced union of idea and implementation, content and form. It consciously juxtaposes 

the latter against the competition’s more experimental contributions. At heart Fantoche is about the 

friction between vision and tradition and opening a window onto the creative realms of animated film.” 

 
   Other festival highlights in brief 

   Poland under the spotlight – Four curated short film programmes, one programme with films made by 

Polish-Swiss artist Jan Janczak in the 1970s, feature films, college and studio presentations, and much 

more. 

   
   Insights will also be provided into how films will be produced in the future as part of the “Coming soon” 

presentations, brunch plenaries with the film makers, workshops and other great forums. 
 
 
Image material and further information 

  The visual design for Fantoche 2015 is available to download from our website as a high-resolution 

image file.  
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